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Buildings and Monuments of Significant Interest to the Community.

Ever since the Basildon Corporation appeared on the scene some sixty five
years ago we have gradually lost a considerable number of interesting historical
buildings.  Our  latest  concern is  Bowers Gifford  Rectory,  which  is  due to  be
demolished. It was built in 1789 but for some unexplainable reason has never
been listed.

After  discussing  the  matter  with  the
council,  we  find  that  they  have  a  list  of
listed buildings within the Borough but we
know there are many more buildings and
monuments of historical interest that they
do not appear to be aware. 

We would like to correct this by producing
a secondary list of which in time we may be

able to get listed or at least make the council aware of their historical interest.

This as you can imagine is a massive job so we are calling on the community to
help us find these buildings and monuments. So if you are aware of any such
buildings in the Basildon Borough that you feel would fall  into this category
please contact  us.  For  example we have just heard that  the Barge Vange is
under threat.

Buildings suggested so far:

Blacksmiths, Dunton Road, Laindon

Laindon War Memorial, High Road, Laindon

Jubilee Fountain, High Road, Laindon



Watch House Farm, Wash Road, Laindon

The Old Fortune of War, Wash Road, Laindon

Laindon Railway Station

Victorian Post Box, Laindon Common.

Laindon Park School, Laindon

Tin Tabernacle, Bells Hill, Vange

The Barn, Little Vange Farm (Next to Golf Course)

Mile Stone, High Road North, Laindon

'Climax', Langdon Hills

History Snippets  - Isambard Kingdom  Brunel

Isambard Kingdom Brunel voted in 2002 as Britain’s second greatest person
after Sir Winston Churchill – but what has he to do with Basildon – very little,
so why mention him – well it’s all to do with his sister Emma Joan Brunel who
married widower Rev. George Harrison at St Mary’s, Rotherhithe on the 31st

October 1836. 

So, what – well we find her living with Rev. Harrison at the rectory in Langdon
Hills, in 1841.  He had previously been appointed curate of the Old Church of
Langdon Hills, St Mary’s the Virgin and All Saints, on 14th March 1833 at a
stipend payment of £80 per annum plus the rectory and just over a year later he
was also appointed curate of All Saints, Vange on 20th July 1834 on a stipend
payment  of  £70  per  annum  plus  surplice.  The  1841  census  also  has  Rev.
Harrison being clerk to Langdon Hills, which presumable means that in addition
to being curate at  Langdon Hills and Vange he was also clerk to the Parish
Council  of  Langdon Hills.  George  was in  fact  an Essex man being born in
Feering in 1801

By 1844 they had moved to New Brentford where he was appointed curate and
his son John was born. By 1861 he had been appointed Rector of Holy Trinity,



Sutcombe, Devon where he saw his days out, dying at nearby Bidford on 14 th

March 1875. – his effects being £6000 – a wealthy man.

The Old Church although now in private hands still has the following plaque
hanging up that has Rev.d George Harrison name on it.

I  wonder  if  Isambard  ever  visited
Langdon Hills?

Information Required – Bob (Robert) Downs – British Cyclist

Bob was born in Basildon on 24 July 1955 and at the tender age of 22 he won
the prestigious Gran Premio della Liberazione. This being a single day road race
held in Italy annually, the first race being on 25 April 1946. It marks the 1945
fall of Benito Mussolini’s Italian Social Republic. Another of his major wins
being the Sealink International in 1980. He went on to represent Great Britain in
the 1980 Moscow Olympics in the 100 Kilometres Team Trial in which the team
came  9th but  in  the  1982  Commonwealth  Games  he  won  gold  in  the  100
Kilometres Team Trail with Malcolm Elliott, Joe Waugh and Steve Lawrence.

We  understand  that  he  lived  in  Laindon/Langdon  Hills.   Can  anyone
confirm this  and  supply  any  other  information  about  his  young  life  in
Basildon and does anybody know where he is today.

New Books

Since the last Newsletter the following book has been published: ‘Laindon in
the Great War’ – ( including the old parishes of Basildon),  by Ken Porter and
Stephen Wynn. (RRP-£12.99)  our price £10.00

It  as  a  detailed  account  of  how  the  war  impacted  on  Laindon  and  the
surrounding district, known today as Basildon, from the outbreak of the Great
War in 1914, to the long-awaited peace of 1918.



Throughout the country,  initially,  there was enthusiasm
and  excitement  for  the  war,  but  this  soon  changed  as
vivid  reports  of  the  war  effort  began  to  reach  the
populous.  Fears  of  invasion  and  spies  around  every
corner increased,  which resulted in a number of  locals
being reported, in some cases, for trivial incidents.

While local men fought heroically overseas, two nearby
explosives factories provided employment for the town’s
womenfolk. The book charts the stories of these women,
revealing the dangerous conditions of the factories and
the accidents that entailed. As Laindon was a prominent

farming area, despite being located only 20 miles away from London, a number
of local women, and some from further afield, also joined the Women’s Land
Army and worked laboriously for long hours on the farms.

Included throughout the book are stories of the heroic men who fought on our
behalf.  The  authors  present  us  with  individual’s  memories.  Passed  down
through families, that brings to life what our men went through and what life
was like for those on the home front. The book is a powerful eyewitness account
that allows Laindon’s wartime citizens, who lived through these momentous and
catastrophic events, to tell their own stories in their own words.

The book along with many more books on Basildon are available at our office at
the Green Centre, Wat Tyler.

Copyright

Following on from the last newsletter we have listed below a further fifteen
names  of  individuals  who  back  in  the  1980s  were  interviewed  by  the  then
Basildon Heritage. In partnership with the Essex Record Office we would like
to confirm copyright status. If you are aware of the individuals or their families
please get in touch with us.

Name Location Date Recorded
Mrs E Hills Langdon Hill 18th April 1986
Mrs  Haggerty Vange 18th Jan 1996
Mrs V.M Hassler Vange 21st Feb 1986
Mr& Mrs Hobbs Pitsea/Laindon 25th Feb 1986
Mr H.A Hines Pitsea 2nd Oct 1985
Mrs J.D.D. Hollingshead Basildon 3rd April 1986



Mr T Haley Laindon 3rd Oct 1967
Mr C.R.Jackson Langdon Hills 23rd Jan  1986
Mrs Jackson Langdon Hills 23rd Jan 1986
Mr J.E.Jagger Basildon 25th Sept. 1985
Mr Lawrence Vange 27th Feb 1995
Mr R Moorcroft Laindon 6th Nov. 1985
Miss K Morgan Vange 16 June 1986
Mr R S Moore Laindon 9th Oct. 1985
Mrs E Moseley Pitsea 31st  Oct. 1985

Future Events

Green Centre -WW2 Display                                                 16th May 2015.
Green Centre -Waterloo Display                                            16th June 2015.
Great Burstead Church -  Billericay/Burstead Photos            27th June 2015
Wild Life Centre, Langdon Hills-
Basildon Borough Photo’s                                                        5th July 2015.
John Baron’s Walk                                                                  12th July 2015.
Vange Church (All Saints)  - Vange Photo’s                          20th/21st July 2015.
Green Centre --Essex Field Club show                                    23rd August 2015.
Barleylands.                                                                          12th/13th Sept. 2015

Photographs.

We are still after your photographs and memories of the Borough. If you feel
you have any photographs or memories that we would be interested in why not
call in at the Green Centre, at Wat Tyler Park. There is always a welcoming cup
of tea and biscuits waiting for you.

Future Newsletters.

If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by
sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers.

We are also willing to include in our newsletter anything you think might be of
interest, again either contact us by email or drop in at the Green Centre.

Volunteers still wanted.

We are still seriously looking for more volunteers to help with our research,
collating and recording the information we gather, helping out on our display
days. No experience is necessary other than an interest in local history. We are



also looking for somebody with I.T. and/or photographic experience and we are
more than happy if  you want to work from home.  At  the moment we are
researching WW1 and WW2 Stories.

If  you would like to join our  enthusiastic  group or  find out  more about us
please either email us and one of our volunteers will contact you or better still
why not drop in at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park and see what we get up to.
Monday and Wednesday 10am to 12.30am or Saturdays 11am to 3.30pm.

Web site:- www.basildonheritage.org.uk Email: - Info@basildonheritage.org.uk

We are now also on Facebook: Basildon Heritage

mailto:Info@basildonheritage.org.uk
http://www.basildonheritage.org.uk/

